
 

provided parents and loved 

ones an opportunity to share 

stories about their children 

and to celebrate and savor in 

the hope that the future 

brings. ñI left the Gala feeling 

hopeful for Carmyn and her 

future.  I felt loved and not 

alone.  This event was some-

thing special for my husband 

and I to share together.  Our 

daily life consists of thera-

pies, doctors, medication and 

routines. We were able to 

come to Chicago for the Gala 

because of Colin Farrell's 

generous donation of tick-

ets.  We are so thankful he 

did, because we had one of 

the most memorable times of 

our lives.  We look forward 

to next year's Galaò, ex-

claimed Paula Hawthorne.   

The 2009 Gala was spon-

sored in part by FAST corpo-

The Founda-

tion for An-

gelman Syn-

drome 

Therapeutics 

(FAST) ap-

plauds all 

those in-

volved with 

ensuring the 

success of the 2009 FAST 

Gala, ñAn Evening with the 

Starsò, with Guest of Honor, 

actor and Golden Globe win-

ner, Mr. Colin Farrell.  The 

Gala succeeded in raising 

awareness and funds for re-

search towards a therapeutic/

cure for Angelman Syn-

drome. AS is a neurodevelop-

mental disorder that is often 

misdiagnosed as autism, cere-

bral palsy and/or mental re-

tardation. 

 

The event was not only a 

tremendous success, but also 

marked a highlight in the 

lives of many parents, care-

givers, relatives and friends 

of individuals with Angelman 

Syndrome.   ñWe are so 

grateful to Colin Farrell and 

FAST for giving us this won-

derful evening, as we would 

not have been able to go 

without their help.  We also 

are very hopeful that all of 

the efforts of FAST will soon 

result in a cure for our daugh-

ter Kacie and the other beau-

tiful children who have An-

gelman Syndromeò, stated 

parent Tanja Kubis.  The 

2009 FAST Gala is the sec-

ond annual event for this 

Foundation and has proven to 

touch many lives and contin-

ues to grow in its awareness 

and fund raising efforts. The 

2009 FAST Gala raised over 

$40,000 for research and 

nearly doubled the attendance 

over FASTôs first fund-

raising and launch event in 

December of 2008.  Guests 

traveled from all points of the 

country as well as Canada 

and Australia. 

 

The evening was filled with 

fun and entertainment as the 

attendees enjoyed a cocktail 

reception, four-course dinner, 

dancing and silent auction. In 

addition to the stellar enter-

tainment, uplifting speeches 

and delectable food, the event 
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rate sponsors Morgan 

Stanley, LexisNexis, Innova-

tive Mag-Drive and Morgan 

Stanley Smith Barney. 

 

The evening was a true star 

studded event. Starting off the 

night was an elegant cocktail 

hour, which was graced with 

performances by óSounds of 

the Seasonô, an a cappella 

ensemble who perform with 

the Chicago Symphony Cho-

rus, as well as parent and 

singer/songwriter Regie 

Hamm.  As attendees trickled 

in to the cocktail hour, par-

ents of individuals with An-

gelman Syndrome were in-

vited to meet and have photo 

opportunities with the Guest 

of Honor, Colin Farrell. 

 

In addition to Mr. Farrell, 

Gala attendees also included 

singer/songwriter Regie 

Hamm. Both Mr. Farrell and 

Mr. Hamm have been 

touched by AS through the 

diagnoses of their own chil-

dren. Mr. Hamm, who won 

the 2008 American Idol 

Songwriter competition, per-

formed his hit, ñTime of My 

Life,ò which became a smash 

hit single for Idol winner 

David Cook. In addition to 

Mr. Farrell and Mr. Hamm, 

Mr. Gary Mule Deer, a well-

known comedian who has 

appeared on shows such as 

David Letterman and the To-

night Show, lifted the night 

with a comedic performance. 

Mr. Mule Deer is known for 

his unique blend of comedy 

and music and filled the Gala 

with laughter and entertain-

ment. Throughout the eve-

ning, the guests danced to the 

amazing talents of Chicagoôs 

#1 band, 7th Heaven. 

(www.7thHeavenBand.com) 

The Gala guests enjoyed the 

opportunity to meet and hear 

from Dr. Edwin Weeber re-

garding current research on 

Angelman Syndrome.  Dr. 

Weeber is best known for his 

work in reversing the cogni-

tive deficits in the mouse 

model of AS, and currently 

serves as the head of FASTôs 

Scientific Advisory Board. 

 

ñWe are excited about the 

progress weôve made in help-

ing to find a cure for Angel-

man Syndrome,ò said Paula 

Evans, founder and chairper-

son of FAST. ñBecause this 

disorder is so often misdiag-

nosed, itôs important for us to 

raise awareness and funds to 

continue the great strides 

weôve already achieved. We 

are pleased that FAST has 

surpassed last yearôs success 

and look forward to continu-

ing our efforts to raise addi-

tional funds and awareness 

throughout 2010.ò 

 

One attendee Ms. Jan Purcell 

said, ñOur entire table had 

such a wonderful night!  It is 

hard to put into words how 

truly spectacular it 

was!  Every detail of the eve-

ning was so well planned - 

my friends can't stop talking 

about the beautiful hotel, the 

delicious food, the wonderful 

entertainment, the heartwarm-

ing speakers such as Paula 

Evans and Colin Far-

rell.  FASTôs work is so much 

appreciated!  I hope you 

know that the gala lifted our 

spirits, and made life with our 

Angel, Sean seem easier.ò 

 

FAST is so grateful for this 

yearôs Gala success. We look 

forward to reaching our goals 

and continuing to bring those 

who are touched by Angel-

man Syndrome together on an 

annual basis.   To read more 

about Angelman Syndrome,  

FAST and Dr. Edwin       

Weeber, please visit 

www.CureAngelman.org. 

 

To view more photoôs of the 

Gala 2009 event please visit, 

www.CureAngelman.org. 
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